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to present-day composers in accordance with her
guiding principle: ' to bring the greatest music
within reach of the greatest numbers/ My ' The
Captive Queen/ too, was included in the programme
of these musical festivals. She was close on sixty
when we became acquainted, and had already
retired from the active management of her musical
festivals, but still exercised a great influence. A
very unusual woman, lively and interesting. An
acquaintance certainly worth making."

The language obstacle presented some difficulty,
but did not prevent mutual understanding.

" They met several times/' Mrs. Rosa Newmarch,
who introduced them to each other, relates, " and
although neither could speak more than a few
words of any language that the other understood,
they succeeded in understanding something of their
mutual opinions and convictions about art. Sibelius'
songs, with their exalted idealism and subtle
reflection of nature, found a profound response in
Mary Wakefield. How she would have sung them
twenty years earlier ! "

" During my second visit to England/' Sibelius
continues, " I also attended a reception in Oxford
that had been organised by my friends in London.
I arrived in the venerable university town on the
previous evening in the most wonderful moonlight.
In this magic light Oxford reminded me in a
strange way of Venice. The ceremony itself made
a profound impression on me. I have seldom felt
so impressed/'